Chapter X
CHILD AND ADULT
THE EDUCATIONAL BRIDGE BETWEEN TWO WORLDS
FOUR MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE CHILD'S PERSONALITY
OUR emphasis on the two worlds of child and adult and the tre-
mendous gap between them has a fundamental educational
implication, namely that we must find methods with which we can
build an educational bridge. According to our thesis the greatest
difficulty in the educational situation lies in the misconception that
the young child and the adult live on the same plane, share the
same conception of the world, and have the same principles of self-
expression. This misconception has led to four basic approaches to
the child which establish the foundation for a child's emotional dis-
turbance and, later, the adult's neurosis.
1.  The child as a dwarf: If child and adult had basically the
same mental, emotional, and social structures, the child would in all
three respects be defective.  From such a viewpoint the child, as an
undeveloped adult, has continuously to be corrected. The adult puts
demands upon the child which the child cannot fulfill, therefore re-
acting with feelings of inferiority and discouragement.
2.  The child as a marionette: If the child is considered as an
adult's raw material, which must be molded according to adult
standards, the adult projects upon the child his model according to
which the child should be patterned.  The child, deprived of his in-
dividuality, is not considered as "being" but only as "becoming,"
He is expected to follow not his own law of development but the
pattern of his parents' expectations, which mostly consist of their
own unfulfilled desires; the child becomes a compensation for Ms
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